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The Foundation Chimbo can look back on a year with impressive results. Together with our
local staff we have initiated new forms of active protection of chimpanzees in the Boé, a
remote area in South-East Guinea Bissau. We have also been successful in finding money for
our sister organization Daridibó in Guinea Bissau. These financial resources will enable our
two organizations to intensify our joint effort aimed at the conservation of the ecosystem of
the Boé and its chimpanzee population.

The habitat of the chimpanzee in this remote area has been preserved until recently but is now
under serious threat: a growing human population, uncontrolled slash and burning and large
scale shifting cultivation, forest and watershed destruction, road construction and last but not
least concessions for bauxite mining threaten the area.

Like I said last year: chimpanzees are man’s closest relatives and suffer from the destruction
of their natural habitat due to mankind’s expansion and greed. We should use our larger
brainpower to conserve ecosystems and maintain biodiversity instead of diminishing the
world’s ecological basis. The least we can do is to respect the present space occupied and
needed by those few chimpanzee populations that have survived our success in mastering the
world.
This task has been fulfilled up till now by people like the very poor inhabitants from the Boé
in Guinea Bissau. It is due time for the more resourceful people and institutions of the world
to share this responsibility and help them executing this task. It has been a pleasure to see that
many people both in Guinea Bissau as elsewhere share our views and are willing to cooperate.

The political situation in Guinea Bissau during 2009 has been very difficult and confusing for
the people living in the country. We are impressed by the fact that even under those
circumstances the willingness to cooperate with us on nature conservation was broadly
shared.

Those of you that have supported us last year I would like to thank very much. I hope this
report shows that your money, work or in kind support helped to bring our goals nearer.
Others I would like to invite to join them in their support to our endeavour. We need you all.

Dr. Annemarie Goedmakers
President
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Main results 2009

Priority I: obtaining the legal status as protected area for the Boé

Daridibó was given the opportunity to send in a follow up proposal to the IUCN-NL
Ecosystem Grants Programme (EGP) to expand its activities on a project that started in 2008:
Integrated conservation of Chimpanzees in the Boé sector of Guinea Bissau. The project aims
to strengthen the position of Daridibó in the Boé and in the country by initiating a number of
activities related to awareness raising and community based conservation.
In phase II of the project the number of 10 village committees set up in phase I has been
increased to 25. Their task is monitoring chimpanzee populations in their surroundings,
denounce and discourage poaching, and evaluate damage done by chimpanzees to crops.

Phase I village committees
Phase II village committees
Phase II village committees

Map of village committees (Mager, 2009)

In phase II a scheme has been set up to compensate farmers for this damage in a just and
sustainable way. The role of Chimbo has been to provide backstopping missions, to send an
expatriate representative of Chimbo for half a year and to assist in writing the necessary
documents (proposal, reports etc.). This project supports the process to make the Boé a
community based protected area.


